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Clean notebooks and new clothes, 
smiling faces and hugs between 
friends - there’s nothing quite like a 
new school year. This school year was 
especially exciting as we all gathered 
together in person again this year, 
the full student body under one roof 

- something we will never again take 
for granted!

Eighth grader Savannah Thomas 
took classes online last year; this year, 
she’s back at LCS. “This year is much 
different than online school because 
there are more people around. It is 
easier to make and have friends,” she 
said. “I am glad that I can play sports 
again in my school. The academics 
are slightly harder, but I’d still rather 
be in person.”

Sixth-grader Gavin Bell also wel-

Joy, excitement, and fellowship mark start to a 
new school year

comed the return of extracurricular 
activities and fellow students. “We 
get to play sports and stay for 
games,” he said, “and it’s fun that 
we can see each other now because 
some people were online most of 
the school year last year.”

From the ice cream social to the 
first all-school, outdoor chapel, the 
beginning of the year brought a 
sense of joy and community. We are 
grateful to be here, all together, and 
we praise God for another year at 
LCS. We hope you will rejoice with 
us as you read about our Hispanic 
Heritage celebrations, our new 
teachers, our undefeated volley-
ball season, and our adapted Fall 
Festival, and that you will thank God 
for his continued faithfulness to our 
school and to the whole LCS family.

Check out our new look at www.lansingchristian.org!



Principal’s Message: Fall Highlights
Lansing Christian School began its 114th school year in 
August.  Praise God for His faithfulness! Here are a few 
of the joys we have experienced so far:

• New students:  We welcomed 34 new students! This 
includes 19 preschool friends! We are thankful for new 
partnerships!

• Curriculum Review Underway: Our teacher-led 
curriculum team is currently hard at work reviewing ELA 

and Reading Curriculum to be implemented in school year 2022-2023. This 
committee is working hard to make sure all our reading, writing, grammar, 
and language arts needs are supported. With over 100 years of combined 
classroom-teaching experience, this team is well-equipped to make the 
best recommendations for our students and their diverse learning needs. 

• Weekly Grade-Level Team Meetings: Each week, the two teachers that 
teach the same grade levels in grades 1st-5th spend 40 minutes planning, 
comparing achievement data, and reviewing student and learning needs. 
This collaborative process has benefited the professional development of 
each teacher and strengthened instructional practices. The students are 
benefiting in many ways as well! We are thankful for this weekly time for 
teachers to work together. 

• Professional Development Days Increased for Staff: More professional 
development opportunities are being made available to staff and faculty 
this year. In September, a full day was dedicated to teacher’s learning or 
refreshing new skills. We went through CPR training and recertification, 
we worked in committees to address school needs, and we heard from 
the Lansing Police Department on the latest strategies to support student 
safety here in the building. We are thankful for these opportunities to learn 
and grow together. 

We thank you for your prayers and support as we commit to our callings 
here at LCS. I ask that you continue to be in prayer with us as we dig deep 
to learn and grow, and as we work to serve God as we educate students in 
a Christ-centered learning environment.

In His Service, 
Mrs. Mandy Aardsma 
Principal

Teachers’ turn to learn at annual 
CEA Convention
While students enjoyed their fall break, 
LCS teachers were worshipping, learning, 
and meeting with other educators at the 
annual Christian Educators Association 
(CEA) Convention. The convention was 
Thursday-Friday, October 21-22, at 
Grand Rapids Christian High School.

Teachers had options to attend sessions 
on a wide variety of topics - everything 
from band music to sensory issues, 
from curriculum calendars to book 
recommendations. For the first time in a 
long time, convention attendees also had 
the opportunity to attend round table 
discussions with other teachers in their 
same grade and language track. 

LCS’ Miss Janice Biegel was a leader at 
the fifth-grade round table, responsible 
for coming up with questions for the 
group to discuss. She asked about 
helping reluctant readers, favorite online 
games, and different ways to start the 
day. 

After spending 17 years as a junior high 
teacher before returning to the 5th grade 
level this year, Miss Biegel benefitted 
from the discussion. “I think it was good 
to get together with teachers in your 
same grade and see how they run their 
classrooms,” she said. “Getting ideas 
from other teachers is very helpful.”

Upcoming Events
Nov 24-26   Thanksgiving Break

Dec 20-31   Christmas Break

Jan 17   MLK Day (no school)

Feb 18   Professional Development (no school)

Feb 21   Presidents’ Day (no school)

Mar 28-Apr 1   Spring Break

Apr 15   Good Friday (no school)

Apr 18   Easter Monday (no school)
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Hello & Farewell!
We are so excited to welcome a 
number of new staff members at 
Lansing Christian this year!  We 
have three new teachers, as well 
as a finance manager. 

Welcome to Nicole Boss, who is 
teaching 3rd grade (English track). 
Mrs. Boss has been teaching 
locally for seven years. For a fun 
peek in to Mrs. Boss’ classroom, 
read about her students’ sleuthing 
on page 8.

In our first grade Spanish 
Immersion classroom, we are 
excited to have Mariana Ledee. 
Senora Ledee is a four-year 
veteran Spanish teacher and is a 
welcome addition to our Spanish 
Immersion program! 

And in junior high, Tatiana 
Johnson joins us to teach science 
and math. Mrs. Johnson spent 
14 years in a classroom before 
coming to LCS. She has taught 
grades 3-6 in all subjects and is a 
certified educator for K-9th grade. 
We are so happy to have her!

Finally, John DeVries joins us as 
the new finance manager. Mr. 
De Vries comes to LCS from the 
University of Illinois Chicago, 
where he worked for 15 years as a 
business manager. Welcome, Mr. 
DeVries!

We are so excited to have all these 
new faces at school! 

We are also saying a bittersweet 
goodbye to a staff member who 
has spent more than two decades 
working here at LCS: Joy Blocker 
is retiring as Bookkeeper this 
school year. 

She has not only been working 
at LCS for 26 years - she is also a 
LCS graduate! We are so grateful 
for her dedication to our school. 
We will miss her greatly, and we 

wish her all the 
best! 

Here are a few 
things that 
Mrs. Blocker 
had to say 
about her time 
at LCS and her 
retirement:

Q: What 
were some of 
your favorite 
memories at LCS? 

A: There are so many! A few that come 
to mind: 

First day of school every year and all 
the excitement

BBQ days 

Staff treats brought in by our wonderful 
parents

Working with great finance committees 
and laughter at our monthly meetings

Working with wonderful people and 
developing new friendships

Fun things said by students while they 
were in the office

Q: What will you miss most?

A: Seeing the kids every day; all of 
the staff who have become friends in 
addition to being co-workers; talking 
to Deb De Jong every day; BBQ days, 
and my work.  

Q: What are your plans for retirement?

A: Spending time with our family, 
especially our grandkids, and being 
more available for their programs and 
sports activities. Volunteering at Phil’s 
Friends, and maybe a couple other 
organizations. Travel, spending more 
time reading, and enjoying not being 
on a schedule all the time.

Thanks for your many years here at 
Lansing Christian, Mrs. Blocker, and 
God bless you in your retirement!

Memorials
We gratefully acknowledge the 
following gifts to Lansing Christian 
School:

In memory of Mr. Les Thatcher
   Ms. Susan Carter

In memory of Mrs. Ida DeJong
   Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Blocker
   BMO Harris Bank Colleagues
   Mr. & Mrs. Ken Boss
   Mr. & Mrs. Randy Buteyn
   Mr. & Mrs. David DeJong
   Mr. & Mrs. Warren DeJong
   Mr. & Mrs. Michael DeVries
   Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eekhoff
   Mr. & Mrs. Randy Ehlers
   Mr. & Mrs. John Huisenga
   Mr. & Mrs. John Kapteyn
   LCS Staff
   Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Lewin
   Miss Kathy Lorenz
   Mr. & Mrs. James McFarland
   Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smits
   Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stallinga
   Mr. & Mrs. James Truran
   Mr. & Mrs. Donald Verbrugge
   Mr. & Mrs. Doug Verbrugge
   Mr. & Mrs. Todd Wood

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Randall 
Eenigenburg’s 40th Wedding Ann.
   Mr. & Mrs. Henry Huitsing

In honor of Rob & Sandy DeVries’ 60th 
birthdays
   Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Stallinga
   Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tuuk

In memory of Mr. Marvin Rispens
   Boukamp Farms
   Crookham Company
   Mrs. Viola DeBok
   Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hoeksema
   Mr. & Mrs. David Huizenga
   Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kooy
   Miller Farms
   Mr. & Mrs. Randall Reinsma
   Mr. & Mrs. Brock Rispens
   Mr. & Mrs. Ross Rispens
   Rupp Seeds., Inc.
   Mr. Kyle Vander Molen
   Wiers Farm, Inc.
   Mr. & Mrs. John Witvoet

In memory of Maria de la Paz Ramirez
   LCS Staff
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Steak Fry moves to carry-out
In its new carry-out format, the annual 
steak fry raised more than $6,000 for 
the school! Pre-orders were required 
for the meal, which was picked up 
either cooked or raw (so it was able 
to be grilled at home) on September 
11. Thank you to everyone for your 
continued support - we hope you 
enjoyed your dinner! 

Fall Festival returns, online auction raises $67,000
This year’s Fall Festival came in pieces - the auction, the games, and the olie 
bollen - and the LCS family was excited to be able to enjoy each part of it! 

The festivities started with an all-day, all-school festival on Thursday, 
September 23. Students and staff alike enjoyed fellowship during the games, 
snacks, and a pizza lunch. And of course, no festival would be complete 
without face painting and crazy hair colors!

We had so much fun as a student body, and enjoyed beautiful weather for our 
celebration. Many, many thanks to Mrs. Miedema for planning and organizing 
this event. Thanks as well to our volunteers and donors for making it possible! 

Later that night, our annual auction began, and went on to raise more than 
$67,000 for our school. Thanks to everyone who participated for your faithful 
support of our students. 

Finally, the much-anticipated olie bollen sale was on November 6. More than 
700 orders were made in advance for the delicious Dutch doughnuts. Thanks 
to our dedicated volunteers who showed up once again to make our favorite 
treats! 

Warriors make a splash at 
Munster pool
Our inaugural pool party over the 
summer was a definite success! We 
had such fun at the Munster Pool, and 
have every intention of making this an 
annual event! 

“We felt like we needed a little bit 
of community building and we were 
super excited with the turnout,” said 
Kathy West, a member of the PR 
committee that hosted the event. “We 
had snacks and drinks for the kids, 
and we swam from 6-8 p.m. It was a 
great time, and it was great to have a 
relaxed atmosphere to visit with other 
families.” 

Thanks to the PR Committee for a fun 
evening at the pool!

4

Faith. Family. Learning.



A day at the Dunes
Our seventh- and eighth-grade students got to spend a day at 
the Indiana Dunes National Park. This annual field trip is always 
a favorite for our students! The group did some hiking, skipped 
stones at the beach, and had a picnic lunch. It was a beautiful day 
to enjoy God’s beautiful creation.

El Mes De La Herencia Hispana  
(Hispanic Heritage Month)
Hispanic Heritage month is celebrated from Sept. 15-Oct. 15 every 
year, and some of our LCS classes marked the occasion with in-
class projects. 

The first grade Spanish immersion class created ojos de Dios. 

“Ojo de Dios is Spanish for the eye of God,” said Senora Ledee. “It 
is a weaving of yarn and wood and has been used as an ancient, 
contemplative practice that is a combination of Hispanic and 
Indigenous Peoples in the Americas cultures.”

They were first made by the Huichol Indians in Mexico, and are 
often made for little children as gifts. They accompany wishes of 
health, long life, and protection. 

The class also made hanging cubes decorated with flags from 
Spanish-speaking countries. 

In third grade, the English and Spanish Immersion classes joined 
forces to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month. Each student chose 
an influential Hispanic leader to research, and write a report about. 
Students learned how to use the internet to look up important 
information, as well as practice their public speaking skills while 
sharing their reports with the class.

“The students did an amazing job, and were rewarded for their 
hard work with a delicious snack!” said Senora Boer.
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Golf Outing
A huge thank you to all who came out to sponsor, 
donate, and golf at our annual golf outing this 
summer. We raised $32,197 for Lansing Christian, 
and we couldn’t have done it without all our gener-
ous underwriters. Thank you, again - we couldn’t be 
more grateful for your faithful support!

Ray Tambrini

Russ Clousing

Brian & Patrice Kamstra

Max Groen

Paul Beezhold, Tim Beezhold

Scott Olthof

Carl & Deb Smits

Mark Krygsheld

Kevin & Linda Van Drunen
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Sports
Congrats to our volleyball, soccer, and cross-country teams for getting back on the court, field, and course this fall! We are so 
happy to see our student athletes competing in fall sports once again. 

Special congrats to our 7th/8th volleyball team, which went undefeated in the season at 12-0 and took first place in both the 
regular season and the tournament at Chicago Christian in October. We are so proud of you!

5th/6th Girls’  Volleyball 
Back row, from left: Assistant Coach Renee Nelson, Elizabeth 
Alons, Laney Nelson, Ava Hoogstra, Chloe Richards, Rowan 
De Boer, Susanne Alleman, and Head Coach Andrea Bercot. 
Front row, from left: McKayla Buder, Kendra Eenigenburg, 
Evie Zylstra, Ivy Schmidtke, and Vida Lopez.

Soccer
Back row, from left: Coach Lety Cruz, Brooklyn Wells, Jacob 
Rozendal, Ayobami Salako, J.J. Alleman, Levi Schutt, Alex 
Cruz, and Coach Romel Cruz. Middle row, from left: Semaj 
Coleman, Jon Vander Woude, Zack Vander Woude, Everett 
De Boer, and Caleb Schutt. Front row, from left: Titus Smits, 
R.J. Williams, Gavin Bell, Richard Hillegonds, and Paul 
Persenaire.

7th/8th Girls’  Volleyball 
Back row, from left: Head Coach Andrea Bercot, Ava Bercot, 
Grace Meyer, Noelle Zylstra, Tayah Johnson, and Assistant 
Coach Renee Nelson. Front row, from left: Natalie Castillo, 
Jennifer Bosman, Felicity Nieves and Kapri Buder.

Cross Country 
Back row, from left: JoJo Ingram, Cameron Miles-Rice, Eli 
Bercot, Samuel Thompson, Elias Johnson, Sebastian Jean-
Philippe, and Coach Nicki Jager. Front row, from left: Joshua 
Oostman, Jayden Kamstra, Savannah Thomas, Jordyn Jones, 
and Kenya-Rose Jeanty.
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Lansing Christian School 
3660 Randolph St. 
Lansing, IL 60438

Detectives for the day
LCS third-graders in Nicole Boss’ class got the chance to put 
their detective skills to the test with a new activity.

“In reading we were focusing on drawing conclusions, so I 
decided to let the students be detectives for the day!” said Mrs. 
Boss. 

The activity started with caution tape and other clues pointing 
to a kidnapping: Principal Mandy Aardsma was missing!

“The goal was to use our observations of the crime scene and a 
small write up about the “suspects” to draw a conclusion about 
who kidnapped the principal,” Mrs. Boss said. The students also 
used their drawing conclusion skills to write a creative story 
about what happened at the scene of the crime. 

The students were able to find the guilty party: Mrs. 
Eenigenburg!

“They had a lot of fun, and talked about it for days afterwards!” 
Mrs. Boss said. “Some of them even spun the story to say Mrs. 
E needed Mrs. Aardsma’s help to fix the copier and that she 
wasn’t even kidnapped at all!”


