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Winter Olympics: LCS style
With much fanfare, the 2022 Lansing
Christian Winter Olympics began
on February 7. Each class took their
country’s flag to the school gym for
Opening Ceremonies, complete
with a torch that was waving in the
“wind”.
The Games began with the
processional: each class walked into
the gym carrying the flag of their
chosen country, accompanied by an
Olympic soundtrack. The torch was
lit, followed by a short skit. Finally,
teams lined up for the first events of
the competition: a torch relay and a
bobsled race.
The school has been divided
into three teams - the Red Team

(kindergarten, second and third
grade, fifth grade, and eighth grade),
the Blue Team (PreK, first, fourth, sixth,
and seventh grades), and the White
Team (faculty and staff). The Red
Team took the gold in the torch relay;
teachers and staff claimed a win in
the bobsled race. Throughout both
events, students were shouting cheers
and waving flags to support their
teams!
Other games scheduled for the
competition include curling, an ice
skating relay, and an ice hockey goal
shot competition. Mrs. Andrea Bercot,
P.E. teacher, will keep track of the
team scores during the week of gym
classes, and will update the totals for
students to follow. Each flag is now

up in the hallway, to represent each
“country” participating, and will
stay there for the duration of the
competition.
The school was also scheduled to
celebrate an Olympic-Style Spirit
Week from Feb. 14-17, donning
Valentine’s themed “heart of a
champion” apparel on Monday,
Olympic ring colors on Tuesday,
medal winner colors on Wednesday
(gold, silver, and bronze), and
showing off their patriotic colors on
Thursday.
Follow along on our Facebook page
for more photos and results of the
Olympic competition!
(More photos on page 8!)
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Upcoming Events
Feb. 18
Feb. 21
Mar 28-Apr 1
Apr 15
Apr 18
Apr 22
Apr 28
May 26
July 14

Professional
Development
(no school)
Presidents’ Day
(no school)
Spring Break
Good Friday
(no school)
Easter Monday
(no school)
Grandparents’ Day
Association Meeting
Graduation
LCS Golf Outing

School Board, Foundation Board
seek new members
Lansing Christian is looking for
individuals to consider board service
for the 2022-2023 school year! Both
the School Board and the Foundation
Board provide opportunities to work
with fellow LCS supporters and make
a difference in the lives of our students
by promoting and protecting the
vision and mission of Lansing Christian
School.
If you’re interested, or would like to
learn more about what it would entail
to be a member of either board, please
email board@lansingchristian.org for
more information.
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Principal’s message: Planting seeds in the winter
As we have reached the midpoint of the school year,
we continue to provide students with spiritual and
academic growth opportunities to help shape them
during their time here at Lansing Christian School.
We are thankful to be able to corporately meet as a
school for chapel. These student-led times of worship
help us to reflect on what it means to be “Rooted en
Cristo” each day. We have also had the opportunity
to add Praise Chapels. Worship leaders from local
churches have come in to lead our school in a time
dedicated to praise and worship. We are thankful that those leading ministries in our community can share their gifts with us!
My prayer is that these times together may plant the seeds of a call to
ministry in our students.
We are thankful for the rich legacy of faith here at Lansing Christian
School. We are thankful for the deep roots of faith that we are engaging
with in the student body. I am excited to see how God will use our students as we equip them for a life of Kingdom Service.
In His Service,
Mandy Aardsma, Principal

Financial blessings pour in at year end
Our Year-End Campaign was finalized at $184,905.64! Our hearts are
overwhelmed with gratitude to everyone who contributed financially and
lifted us up in prayer.
Our year-end appeal generated $129,950.64, and we thank you for
stretching your giving and loving our school. Your gifts allow us to continue to teach, instruct, and point our students to Jesus through their years
here at LCS.
The year-end gifts came on the heels of a big Giving Tuesday for LCS,
which provided a jumpstart of our Year-End Campaign: a generous
donor offered a matching gift up to 25,000 for that day! LCS friends and
family rose to the challenge and the total given, including the matching
gift, was $54,955. We are humbled and blessed by every single donation!
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Why LCS?
New enrollment associates share their love for the school
LCS welcomed prospective families
to its first Open House of the year on
January 22. Our new enrollment associates, Melissa Vander Woude and
Amy Miedema, hosted the event.
It’s hard to think of two people better
suited to talk about Lansing Christian
than Mrs. Vander Woude and Mrs.
Miedema. Both are LCS employees,
LCS moms, and big LCS fans.
You can find Mrs. Vander Woude in
the office on Fridays - and other days,
as needed. She is also the social media coordinator for LCS. Look for Mrs.
Miedema in the library twice a week,
and substitute teaching throughout
the year.
Mrs. Miedema is an LCS alum, as is
Mrs. Vander Woude’s husband, Brad.
Both families live in Lansing and are
committed to Christian education,
making Lansing Christian an obvious
choice for their children - some of
whom have already graduated from
LCS, and some of whom are still
students.

through the halls of LCS, and why I
would choose Lansing Christian for
my family again,” Mrs. Vander Woude
said, listing some of her favorite
things about the school: the joy of
the teachers; the way teachers and
staff know the students as individuals; the times of worship, in chapel
and in classrooms; the giving spirit
of families, staff, and supporters; the
laughter, the encouragement, and
the prayer.
“There is nothing quite like walking
into a classroom and hearing, ‘Mrs.
Vander Woude, we just prayed for
you!’” she said.
Mrs. Miedema echoed some of the
same sentiments.

“The teachers and staff have been
wonderful to work with through the
18 years we have been here,” she
said. “They are excellent educators
and they love their students. The
smaller class sizes allow the teachers
to develop closer relationships with
each student. Every child (and adult)
But their reasons for loving LCS go far likes to be “known,” and that is lived
out daily at Lansing Christian School.
beyond family history and proximity.
“I would like prospective parents to
“I recently spent some time thinkknow: your children will be educated
ing about what strikes me as I walk
excellently and loved amazingly here

at LCS,” she added. “You and your child
will build relationships within the LCS
family that will be a blessing in your
lives. The LCS family will walk with you,
pray for you, celebrate with you, even
cry with you. I am blessed by the LCS
family, and I know you will be, too.”
Do you know of a family that would be
interested in learning more about Pre-K
through 8th grade education at Lansing Christian School? The enrollment
associates can be contacted by phone
at 708-474-1700 or by email at enrollment@lansingchristian.org. More information about Lansing Christian can
also be found on our newly redesigned
website: lansingchristian.org.

Warrior Bowl exceeds fundraising goal

Memorials

Junior High Warrior Bowl was on Thursday, January 20th! Sixth-, seventh-,
and eighth-grade students knocked down pins to raise funds for the school
during a day at the bowling alley.

We gratefully acknowledge the
following gifts to Lansing Christian
School:

This year’s “King Pin” award went to Gavin Bell, who had a high score of two
games combined at 225, and the “Queen Pin” title went to Brooklyn Wells,
who had a two-game score of 208. Congratulations to both of them, and to
all our bowlers and donors!

In memory of Mr. Harry Jabaay
Mr. & Mrs. Warren DeJong

Our goal was to raise at least $9,500 -- all the donations have been tallied
and we exceeded our goal! We were able to bring in over $10,000! Thanks
to our students for bowling and raising funds, and thanks to all donors for
your support!

In memory of Mr. Vern Lich Jr. and Mrs.
Nell Lich
Mr. Vern Lich, Sr.

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Robert DeVries’
60th birthdays
Mr. & Mrs. Terri Stallinga
In memory of Mr. Ken Van Dellen
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Van Dellen
Mr. Milt Van Drunen, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Panozzo
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Spirit Week: Christmas edition

Junior High science classes work on a ‘cool’ project

Students celebrated the holidays and their
school spirit by dressing up for Christmas
Spirit Week this winter. Monday was flannel
day, and Tuesday’s theme was Christmas
Twin Day. On Wednesday, students wore
pajamas, and they donned ugly or festive
sweaters on Thursday. The final day had
two options: LCS spirit wear or Christmas
attire for their class parties! It was a fun and
festive week!

Junior high science students are keeping things cool in their
classroom - literally.
Sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-graders participated in a three-part
thermal energy and engineering design project, creating lunch
boxes that can keep food cold for at least four hours.
To start, they completed a slide show that included their design
experiment, criteria, and constraints. Second, they completed their
lunch box design. Students could choose to do the project solo, or
with up to two partners.
The final step of the project was filming an “advertisement” for
their lunch box for the whole class to view. The commercial had to
be creative, naming the product and its price, as well as scientific,
explaining the technology behind the design, how it works, and why
the students chose it. Students used breaking news format, classic
infomercial style, even somersaults to make their advertisements
entertaining.
“They seem to really have enjoyed it - some of the commercials
were really good, really funny,” said Mrs. Tatiana Johnson, junior
high science teacher. She tested all the projects herself, and found
that most of them were successful. Those who used multiple forms
of insulation had the best outcome. “One group used what they call
‘three layer technology,’ and kept food cold for 7 hours,” she said.
We’re so proud of our students’ hard work and creativity.
Thanks, Mrs. Johnson, for teaching and guiding them in this cool
experiment!
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Band, choir end 2021 on a high note
It was music to their ears - friends and family were once again
able to attend the band and choir Christmas concert!
On December 6, both the band and choir performed their first
concert with an audience since the start of the COVID pandemic.
Last year, the choir did have concerts that were recorded, but did
not have an audience. There was no band last year, so this year
LCS has a combined 5th- and 6th-grade beginner band. They
were excited to perform for the first time and have their families in
attendance.
The choir students were also thankful that their family members
and friends could attend this year.
“The singers are still wearing masks, which makes enunciation of
the words and projecting the voice a challenge, but the students
are doing their best!” said Mrs. Lynnea Sinwelski, band and choir
director. “It delights me to see the confidence and enjoyment
the students have during the concert. I also love to see the look
of accomplishment on my students’ faces after a performance.
They realize that all the rehearsals and practicing have really paid
off. I’m so proud of each and every one of my band and choir
students!”
The next band and choir concerts will be Monday, March 21 and
Monday, May 9. Both begin at 6 p.m.

Fifth-grade English, Spanish
classes on the same page
Thanks to some collaboration between
the fifth-grade teachers at LCS, our English
track and Spanish immersion students are
getting the chance to read the same novels
at the same time.
They have already completed the
Chronicles of Narnia book The Lion, the
Witch, and the Wardrobe, and are now
moving on to Holes.
Miss Janice Beigel and Mrs. Diane
Martinez were already working together
to coordinate their reading textbooks,
teaching the same stories at the same time,
and they wanted to do the same with the
novels.
The school purchased the Spanish
edition of the fifth-grade novels, and
Maestra Martinez translated Miss Biegel’s
worksheets into Spanish. Now classes in
both languages are discussing content,
vocabulary, and themes of these books.
We’re thrilled to see our students learning
alongside each other, even when they’re
speaking different languages. Thanks to our
devoted fifth-grade teachers for all their
hard work!
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Actively welcoming Christmas
Our P.E. students have been having
a ball this winter, playing new games
and celebrating Christmas in a very
active way!

“The lights were off, and I had the
projector playing loud Christmas music and showing Christmas-themed
pictures to make it more festive!”

Mrs. Andrea Bercot planned a Winter
Wonderland in the gym, featuring
stations with all kinds of different
winter-themed activities for students
to try.

Activities included sleigh rides, snowboarding and cross-country skiing,
ice hockey, elf bowling, ice fishing,
snowman toss, snowball bowling,
and icy mountain climbing on the
rock wall.

“The stations took place the week
before Christmas,” Mrs. Bercot said.
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Mrs. Bercot also introduced students

to a new game: Omnikin volleyball.
“Omnikin volleyball is used with a
gigantic inflatable Omnikin ball and
is a wonderful cooperative game,”
she said. “The goal of the game is the
same as volleyball, but the rules are
slightly different - unlimited touches
on the ball really frees up each team
to work together to score a point.”
Thanks for all your creativity, Mrs.
Bercot!
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5th/6th Boys’ Basketball
Back row, from left: Caleb Schutt, Titus Smits,
Sebastiann Jean-Philippe, Samuel Thompson,
and Eli Bercot.
Front row, from left: Assistant Coach Deb Smits,
Joshua Oostman, Gavin Bell, Elias Johnson, RJ
Williams, Jayden Kamstra, Paul Persenaire, and
Head Coach Michael Johnson.

7th/8th Boys’ basketball
Back row, from left: Ayobami Salako, Elijah
Michel, J.J. Alleman, and Bryson Wells.
Front row, from left: Head Coach Michael
Johnson, Jacob Rozendal, Jo Jo Ingram,
Cameron Miles-Rice, and Assistant Coach Deb
Smits.

5th-8th Girls’ basketball
Back row, from left: Coach Henry Huitsing,
Brooklyn Wells, Alex Cruz, Ella De Jong,
Savannah Thomas, Elizabeth Alons, and Rowan
De Boer.
Front row, from left: Felicity Nieves, Chloe
Richards, Ava Hoogstra, and Kenya-Rose
Jeanty.
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(Olympics photos continued...)

