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We were thrilled to once again host our biggest annual event, 
the Fall Festival & Auction! Seeing everyone in person - playing 
games, jumping in the inflatables, eating cotton candy and 
barbeque, and bidding in the auction - was delightful.

Thank you to all who attended, volunteered, sponsored, donated, 
and supported our school. We raised more than $66,000 for LCS!



Upcoming Events
Nov 18 Grandparents Day*
Nov 23-25 Thanksgiving Break,  

no school
Dec 19-Jan 2 Christmas Break,  

no school
Jan 16 MLK Day, no school

*Please note the new date for 
Grandparents Day! This event is usually 
held in April, but it has been moved to 
the fall this year.

Memorials & Honorariums
We gratefully acknowledge the 
following gifts to Lansing Christian 
School:

In memory of Mrs. Clarice Boss
     Mr. & Mrs. Jerold Boss
     Ms. Patricia Brandenburger
     Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Darish
     Mr. & Mrs. Edward Genzler
     Mr. & Mrs. Richard Klompmaker
     Ms. Karen McMahon
     Midwest Insurance Center, Inc.
     Ms. Laurel Pluskota
     Ms. Joan Szalbierz
     Ms. Margie Szalbierz
     Mr. & Mrs. Randall Van Drunen
     Mr. & Mrs. David Veurink

In memory of Mr. Doug De Vries
     Mr. & Mrs. John De Vries

In memory of Mr. George Otto
     Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Dorsch
     Mrs. Ruth Underwood

In memory of Mr. Warren Meter
     Mrs. Greta Biegel

In memory of Mrs. Shirley Van Kley
     Miss Roseann Dykstra
     Mrs. Rebecca Furlong
     Miss Joyce Mulder
     Mrs. Barbara Nettles
     Mr. James Van Kley
     Mrs. Gretta Veenstra

In memory of Mrs. Karen Lain
     Mr. Jerry Jerrell 
     Mrs. Catherine Meuzelaar

In Memory of Elverna Dykstra
     Mr. & Mrs. David Lorenz

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Huitsing’s 
50th Wedding Anniversary
      Mr. & Mrs. Randy Eenigenburg
      Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hoekema
      Mr. & Mrs. Ray Tambrini

Principal’s message: Trust in the Lord

Bright Promise Fund: What you need to know

At our opening chapel, I read from Exodus 17:1-7. In this 
chapter, the children of Israel were complaining again. 
They were in the middle of the desert and wondered 
where they were going to get water, even though God 
had always provided for them. 

Perhaps we can identify with them. We often worry about 
things, even though we know God has taken care of us 
many times in the past. We still forget to trust Him. 

Our theme this school year is “Trust in the Lord,” which 
comes from Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he 
will make your paths straight.” What does that mean? 

 In simple terms, it means give your worries to God.

This verse is a good fit for our year at Lansing Christian School. Last spring 
there were a lot of questions about LCS, but this community trusted in the 
Lord, and his grace was evident throughout the summer and the start of the 
school year. We were blessed to be fully staffed, but even better, we were 
blessed to have around 40 new students! It is a wonderful opportunity to 
share God’s love with so many more people.

The school year is off to an amazing start! When you are walking through 
the hallways and visiting classrooms, you can feel that the students are 
excited to be here. They have amazing teachers, who help them be the best 
they can be in everything they do. Thank you for lifting up LCS in prayer; we 
are thankful for each prayer offered on our behalf!

Matt Kamien, 
Principal

Bright Promise Fund is a network of more than a dozen Chicagoland 
Christian schools, and Lansing Christian is a member of that network. Bright 
Promise raises funds for the schools, and it offers educational networking 
events, professional development scholarships for teachers, and 
recognition for the good work that is happening in our Christian schools.

The Bright Promise Fund website offers a way for members to participate in 
the Illinois Invest In Kids program. Invest in Kids offers income tax credits to 
approved Illinois individual and business taxpayers who make contributions 
to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs). The credit is 75% of their 
total qualified contributions. The funds are then used as scholarships, which 
are limited to low- and middle-income families. To apply for a scholarship or 
donate to the fund, visit the Bright Promise website:  
https://www.brightpromisefund.org/

Back row, from left: Jeremy Boss,  
Robert Jabaay, Mark Eenigenburg, 
Henry Boss, Kevin Ooms, Dean  
Bosman, and Tom Stallinga.
Front row, from left: Judi Byma,  
Debbie Smits, Brenna Krygsheld,  
Maria Schutt and Katie Castillo.
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Mrs. Amy Hadley is 
also a new English 
track teacher in 
the 4th/5th grade 
classroom. She has 
previously taught at 
other local schools, 
as well as in a one-

room school in Guinea, West Africa! 
Her favorite Bible verse is also our 
theme verse for the year: Proverbs 
3:5-6.

Ms. Shirley Weiss 
is our 4th/5th 
grade English track 
instructional assistant. 
She has nearly 30 
years of experience 
in early childhood 
education, and has 

also been a school secretary, athletic 
director, music and art teacher, and 
a substitute math teacher! And 
whenever she gets the chance, she 
enjoys watching her granddaughters 
play volleyball. 

Mrs. Rachel Sever 
joins our junior high 
team, as the 7th-
grade homeroom 
teacher. She’s in her 
15th year teaching; 
she comes from a 
family of teachers, 

and is married to a teacher as well. 
She enjoys reading, gardening, crafts 
and baking, and she loves dark 
chocolate!

Last year was a big year for New 2 
You, and that meant a big benefit for 
LCS families. 

New 2 You of Lansing is a thrift store 
owned and operated by the families 
of Lansing Christian and Calvin 
Christian Schools. A percentage 
of the profits is applied to families’ 
tuition - and last school year, the four 
payments came out to almost 20% 

New Faces: Welcome to all our new teachers, staff, and students!
Lansing Christian added seven new 
staff members this year, and we are 
so glad they have decided to join us! 
Learn a little more about each one of 
them below: 

Ms. Jennifer Bos is 
our PreK-4 teacher. 
She’s in her seventh 
year teaching 
preschool, and loves 
having a chance to 
build relationships 

with her students and their families. 
You can learn more about why being 
at LCS is so special to Ms. Bos on 
page 4!

Mrs. Robin Rezek 
is teaching 
Kindergarten this 
year. She has a PhD 
in Early Childhood 
Education and has 
been teaching for 

more than 20 years! She loves to be 
outside in God’s creation - and to 
share that appreciation for nature 
with her students in class. 

Mrs. Rose Larcher 
is teaching second 
grade (English). 
She has also been 
teaching for more 
than 20 years! She 
is a Lansing native, 

and has many hobbies - including 
gardening, baking, reading, and 
watching old movies. 

Miss Megan 
Oppenhuis is teaching 
P.E. and technology 
to our students this 
year. This is her first 
year teaching; she 
graduated from Olivet 
Nazarene University in 

the spring. She is an avid golfer! She 
played on the golf team at ONU, and 
loves to be outdoors.

We also welcome one returning staff 
member! Mrs. Sandy Tijerina rejoins us 
as the Dual Language Director; she has 
previously taught Spanish Immersion 
Kindergarten at LCS for six years. Mrs. 
Tijerina is Salvadoran-American and 
loves the Spanish language. 

of the tuition cost, or approximately 
two month’s payments.

Parents are eligible for the quarterly 
payments by working at least one 
three-hour shift per month at the 
store. Other family members can 
also work a shift on their behalf. 
Amounts of the quarterly payment 
vary year-to-year, depending on the 
store’s profits.

The next payment will appear on the 
January tuition statement, for parents 
who worked their hours in the months 
of September, October, and November. 

The thrift store is a great place to 
shop as well as work! Weekly sales 
are announced on the New 2 You 
Facebook page.

Big profits from New 2 You impact tuition prices

Along with 
all our 
new staff, 
we are so 
happy to 
welcome 
39 new 
students 
(from 34 
new families) to Lansing Christian 
School this year! We love to see 
each one of your smiling faces in 
our classrooms, and hope you feel 
welcome in the LCS family!
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35 years at LCS:  
Mrs. Tempelman honored at CEA Convention
Congratulations to Mrs. Karri Tempelman, who was honored at the CEA Convention for her 35 years 
of service! Mrs. Tempelman has been at LCS for her entire career, and we are grateful for each and 
every year she has taught here. 

Fun fact: Mrs. Tempelman has now taught with both Mrs. Rietveld and her granddaughter, Ms. Bos. In 
the photo to the right Mrs. Tempelman (then Miss Peekstok, on the left) was featured in the LCS 75th 
anniversary booklet with Mrs. Rietveld, right. In between is Mrs. Linda (Ribbens) Buteyn, who spent 
many years teaching in 2nd grade at LCS - including a couple 
years right across the hall from Mrs. Tempelman’s class. “She 
[Mrs. Tempelman] is delightful to work with; she’s got a lot of 
creativity and she’s really good with details,” Mrs. Buteyn said. 
“She loves kids - that’s why she does what she does.” 

Congrats and thank you, Mrs. Tempelman! You are so 
appreciated here at LCS!

Faithfulness through generations:  
Ms. Bos follows in grandma’s footsteps
We are so excited to welcome a new teacher to our PreK-4 class this year! Ms. Jennifer 
Bos is in her first year teaching at LCS, but she has visited her classroom many times in 
the past - when her grandmother was teaching here!

Mrs. Cecelia Rietveld, Bos’ grandma, spent her entire 19-year career at LCS. She spent 
her first couple of years teaching 3rd grade, and moved to their first-grade level for a 
couple years before she retired. But she spent the bulk of her career in the kindergarten 
classroom - the farthest west room in the building. It’s the exact same room where Ms. 
Bos now teaches PreK-4.

A story featuring the pair was published in The Lansing Journal in September, and 
received dozens of comments, likes and shares on Facebook - including some from 
Mrs. Rietveld’s former co-workers and students. She is fondly remembered by the LCS 
community!

Ms. Bos, who attended Calvin Christian School for her elementary education, has fond 
memories of visiting LCS.  “I remember being here, and it still smells the same!” she said. 
“I used to cheer at basketball games, and my cousins went to school here.”

Mrs. Rietveld retired in 1990, and now - 32 years later - passes the baton to her 
granddaughter. 

“[I am] so happy for her,” Mrs. Rietveld said. “We (Ms. Bos’ family) were so excited when 
we heard about it. And for it to be PreK- the exact same classroom! This room is perfect - I loved it! All these windows; it’s so 
spacious. I think it’s the nicest room in the school!” 

“That was the cherry on top,” Ms. Bos said. “I’m so blessed to be here. The culture here is so gracious! The veteran staff has 
been very welcoming. You don’t find that everywhere. Teachers are reaching out, mentoring, and sharing ideas.” 

“That just gives me the shivers,” Rietveld said. “I remember that feeling well: all working together, the teachers, board and 
principal. This is a wonderful place to be in - they’re helpful, they’re praying for you. All the teachers here want a good, solid 
education for every child - and a Godly one.”  

LCS has been blessed by many generations of your family, Ms. Bos, and we’re so happy you’re here! 
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We’re going GaGa for our playground addition!
Thank you to the generous donors who supported the new GaGa 
Ball Pit! Our school field’s most recent addition has been fun for 
students, both at recess and in P.E. classes.  

For those who don’t know: GaGa Ball is played in an octagonal pit 
with a soft foam ball. Players start with their hands touching the 
wall, and the game begins with a referee throwing the ball into the 
center of the pit. Once the ball is in play, any player can hit the ball 
- but if the ball touches a player below the knee (even if the player 
hits himself or herself!) he or she is out and leaves the pit. Last one 
standing wins! The games are high-energy, and last for just a few 
minutes - after that, everyone is back in for the next round. 

The pit is great fun, and the work isn’t yet finished - keep an eye out 
for a new playground in the spring!

A ‘hole’ lot of fun and fundraising
With the cool air and changing leaves 
outside, the summer golf outing might seem 
like a distant memory - but the funds raised 
at the event continue to benefit our school 
now and into the future. The event saw a 
profit of more than $17,000, and we are 
grateful for each donor, sponsor, and golfer 
who helped support our school!

Annual Steak Fry: a shared meal once again
It may be the most delicious fundraiser of the year - the annual 
steak fry raised more than $22,000 in September. We were so 
grateful to be able to share the meal together in person after last 
year’s take-out event. 

Thanks to our master grillers for the delectable dinner; thanks to all 
our other volunteers who set up, collect donations, and serve food. 
And most of all, thanks to each person who came out to support 
our school!

Lansing Christian School – LansingChristian.org

Fall 2022  |   5



Building & Grounds
  • New Windows (Junior High Wing) .. 

  .................................................$38,472
PreK
  • Doll High Chair  ...................... $14.99
  • Play-doh ........................ Any Amount
  • Fisher Price Little People Surprise & 

Sound Home ............................. $42.99
Kindergarten
  • Classroom Supplies ..... Any Amount
1st Grade
  • National Parks & National Symbols 

Puzzles .......................................$20.00
  • New teacher desk chair .........$200.00
  • Lego sets ........................ Any Amount
2nd Grade
  • Classroom Supplies ..... Any Amount
3rd Grade
  • 365 Great Bible Stories by Carine 

Mackenzie ................................. $19.99
  • Prizes for my Prize Box (fun trinkets)
  • Big Joe Bean Bag Chair (2) ................. 

 ...........................................$63.58/each
4th Grade
  • Classroom Supplies ...............$100.00
5th Grade
  • Scotch Brand Pro Thermal  

Laminator .................................. $54.95
6th Grade
  • Document Camera ................$109.25

7th Grade
  • Ghent 4x8 Porcelain Magnetic 

Whiteboard ..................................$586.00
8th Grade
  • Portable Document Camera with USB 

Connectivity ................................$199.00
  • Crayola Colored Pencils, Bulk 

Classpack, Classroom Supplies ... $34.08  
  • EAI Education SmartPAL Dry Erase 

Sleeves ............................................. $19.95
Physical Education
  • Classroom Supplies ...........Any Amount
Technology
  • Classroom Supplies ...........Any Amount
Library
  • Bookshelves (2) ..................$112.50/each
  • Couches (2). .............................$300/each
Music
  • Remo Gathering Drum .............. $134.95
  • Remo Kids Percussion Nested Tubanos 

(set of three) ................................. $329.95
Discovery Center
  • Math-U-See Digital Packs (10 levels)..... 

 .................................$37.00 - $46.00/each
  • Wilson Reading System Instructional 

Kit 4th ed. Steps 1-6 ....................$319.00
  • Wilson Reading System Instructional 

Kit 4th ed. Steps 7-12 ..................$349.00
Above & Beyond
  • Operating Costs .................Any Amount
  • Student Help Fund .............Any Amount

WISH LIST

Visit https://lansingchristian.org/wish-list 
or scan the QR code 

to view the entire school wish list and to donate today!

Want to Give  

a Gift to a  

Classroom?



Soccer
Back row, from left: Coach Megan Oppenhuis, 
Oleta Williams-Brown, Ryan DeVries, Richard 
Hillegonds, Caleb Schutt, Zack Vander Woude, 
Jon Vander Woude, and Titus Smits. 

Front row, from left: Cadence Whitehorn, 
Jaxson Kretchmer, Jayce Boer, Seth Hadley, Paul 
Persenaire, Christian Griffin, Eli Nieves, and RJ 
Williams.

7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball
Back row, from left: Assistant Coach Renee 
Nelson, Mya Holloway, Susie Alleman, Laney 
Nelson, Elizabeth Alons, and Head Coach Katie 
Castillo. 

Front row, from left: Zailyne Diaz, Kenya-Rose 
Jeanty, Julianna Alons, Khaleesi Gutierrez, 
Avanna Staley, and Makayla Williams.

8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball
Back row, from left: Assistant Coach Renee 
Nelson, Taylor McKamey, Laney Nelson, 
Elizabeth Alons, Grace Meyer, and Head 
Coach Katie Castillo. 

Front row, from left: Susie Alleman, Chloe 
Cross, Jennifer Bosman, Arianna Hemp-
Anderson, and Natalie Castillo.
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