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February was Black History Month, 
and students at LCS celebrated by 
learning and sharing about African 
Americans’ contributions in science, 
politics, music, sports, arts and 
culture.

Miss Janice Biegel organized a 
whole-school mural (seen below), 
which was purchased from Teachers 
Pay Teachers, a platform where 
educators can share resources with 
each other. There were two copies 
of the mural posted: one in the gym 
and one in the hallway outside the 
gym. “It was a way to celebrate Black 
History Month with the whole school 
- each student, K-8, colored at least 
one square,” Miss Biegel said.

Individual classes also planned 
projects for the month, including:

• In 8th grade, Mrs. Tatiana Johnson 
put together a Black history 
exhibit to allow her students to 

explore different Black History 
Month topics. She also asked her 
students to create “cereal box 
biographies”, which feature African 
American pioneers, past or present. 

• 6th- and 7th-grade literature 
students wrote biographies of 
famous African Americans, and 
junior high science classes studied 
famous Black scientists.

• In the 3rd- and 4th-grade Spanish 
Immersion classes, Mrs. Mariana 
Ledee read The Patchwork Path: 
A Quilt Map to Freedom. It’s a 
fictional story of a young girl and 
her father escaping slavery, based 
on the oral history of how slaves 
used quilts and their symbols to 
communicate on the Underground 
Railroad. The class had a chance to 
make their own “quilts” as well. 

• Third graders, along with Spanish 
Immersion second graders, 

took part in a wax museum 
performance. They did research 
on famous African Americans 
and made posters, and then gave 
speeches to “museum visitors” 
about the person they studied.

• Kindergarteners read the story of 
American Girl Addy Walker, which 
takes place in 1864. Addy was born 
into slavery and escaped with her 
mother during the Civil War. Her 
story was loosely based on the 
real-life escape of adult slave Mary 
Walker.

At the time of writing, there were 
plans for a whole-school event 
on March 3, when students could 
display, perform, and present what 
they had learned, including the cereal 
box biographies and wax museum 
characters. Keep an eye on the 
Lansing Christian Facebook page for 
photos from that event - and many 
others!



Upcoming Events
March 6 LCS Open House (for 

prospective families), 
10 a.m.

March 11 8th grade Pancake 
Breakfast fundraiser

March 20 Band & Choir Concert, 
6 p.m.

March 21 PreK/Kindergarten 
Preview Day

March 24 End of third quarter
March 27-31 Spring Break
April 7 Good Friday, no school
April 10 Easter Monday, no 

school
April 19  LCS BBQ Fundraiser
April 27 Association Meeting at 

LCS, 7 p.m.
April 29   FUSION presents Bob 

Goff, 7 p.m. in Crown 
Point

May 24  Last day of PreK
May 25  Last day of school
June 2  Report cards sent out

We are well into the second half of 
the school year, and have recently 
passed a big milestone: students 
took time at the beginning of 
February to celebrate 100 days of 
school! 

On the big day, students, staff, and 
visitors were welcomed into the 
main office by big gold balloons. 
Some classes had celebrations as 
well, with “100 Day” themed decorations, party hats, snacks, and glasses. 
Mrs. Karri Tempelman made the first graders her traditional “100” breakfast 
of a sausage and two pancakes, making a “100” on their plates. 

We are so grateful for a wonderful 100 days, and pray for God’s blessing on 
the remainder of our school year.

Principal’s message: Join us in supporting local Christian education

Year-End Campaign Update

Have you heard about FUSION? On April 29, Bob Goff, 
best-selling author of Love Does, will be speaking at 
Bethel Church in Crown Point. This event is presented 
by FUSION, a new initiative that celebrates and supports 
Christian education in the area. 

“Fusion” is defined as joining two or more things to form 
a single entity. With FUSION, local Christian schools 
come together as one: LCS joins Calvin Christian in South 
Holland, as well as Northwest Indiana schools Highland 
Christian, Crown Point Christian, and Illiana Christian 

High School. The event in April is more than a special guest speaker; it 
is a symbol of the unity between schools, working together to promote 
Christian education.

We may have some competition between schools in athletic events, but our 
collaboration far exceeds our friendly rivalries. The FUSION event (which we 
hope to continue annually) is a beautiful way to support the Foundations of 
each of our Christian schools. It gives us, as 
a community, an opportunity to bring our 
families and supporters under one roof for 
a night. 

General admission and limited VIP tickets 
to see Bob Goff are now available on 
Eventbrite: https://fusion_2getherwecan.
eventbrite.com. If you have any questions 
about FUSION, please contact our 
Development Director, Allison Alons, at 
708-474-1700 or devoffice@lansingchristian.
org. 

Matt Kamien, 
Principal

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

We are so excited to share with you that 
we have raised $119,710 in our year-
end campaign, and there aren’t enough 

“thank you’s” in the world to express our 
gratitude for your gifts.

These donations - funded by 139 
partners, both businesses and families 

- allow us to continue our work with our 
students: teaching and instructing them, 
and pointing them to Jesus through 
their education here. Thank you so much 
for all you did and are doing for our 
school.

LCS celebrates 100 Days
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Two organizations that partner with LCS in providing scholarships have 
opened their 2023-24 applications. 

Apply for the Children’s Tuition Fund at https://childrenstuitionfund.
org, and for the Bright Promise Fund on their website at https://www.
brightpromisefund.org/scholarship.

In the current school year, LCS families have received more than $45,000 
through these scholarship funds.

Applications are on a first-come, first-served basis in accordance with statute 
set by the State of Illinois. You can apply for more than one scholarship 
through the Illinois Invest in Kids Act, though you may accept only one per 
school year.

Memorials & Honorariums
We gratefully acknowledge the following 
gifts to Lansing Christian School:

In memory of
Mrs. Lois Hillegonds
   Mr. & Mrs. John Boender
   Mr. & Mrs. David DeJong
   Mr. & Mrs. John Durnbaugh
   Miss Roseann Dykstra
   Mr. & Mrs. Mark Eenigenburg
   Mrs. Rebecca Furlong
   Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kramer
   Mr. & Mrs. James Panozzo
   Mr. Ken Toosevich
   Mrs. Anna Mae Van Drunen
   Mrs. Susan Van Schouwen
   Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth VanDerWal
   Walter W. Schulz Agency, Inc.

In memory of Mr. Owen Deckinga
   Mr. & Mrs. Kurt De Block

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Andy Fennema
   Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fennema

In memory of Mrs. Nellaine Lich
   Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fennema
   Mr. Vernon Lich, Sr.

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Vern Lich, Jr.
   Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Fennema
   Mr. Vernon Lich, Sr.

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Benus Lich
   Mr. Vernon Lich, Sr.

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Peter Slager
   Mr. Vernon Lich, Sr.

In memory of Mrs. Beverly Lich
   Mr. & Mrs. Keith Terpstra

In memory of Mr. Gerhardt Friesema
   Mrs. Viola DeBok
   Mrs. Marilyn Dykstra
   Ms. Donna Fata 
   Ms. Janice Fata
   Gerhardt Friesema family
   Mrs. Marguerite Ham
   Ms. Elizabeth Hiemstra
   Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kooy
   Mr. Leonard Rathert
   Mr. & Mrs. Keith Terpstra
   Ms. Ruth Underwood
   Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Verkaik

In memory of Mrs. Annette Van Vossen
   Mr. & Mrs. John Huisenga

In memory of Mr. Larry Broertjes
   Rev. Nick & Allison Alons

In memory of Melissa Gatto
   Mrs. Henrietta Stob

In memory of Rev. Lester Van Essen
   Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Botma

Counseling services return

Open Houses/Tours

LCS is once again providing counseling services for 
students. For the remainder of the school year our 
counselor, Mrs. Julie Rios, is available for one-on-one 
sessions. On Fridays, she will focus on social-emotional 
learning instruction in the classroom.

This is a service that the school offered prior to the 
pandemic, and we have once again partnered with Maria Potter Counseling 
Services LLC. Mrs. Rios was here for her internship in the 2016-17 school 
year, and therefore is already familiar with Lansing Christian School. 
Welcome, Julie!

Do you know a family that would be interested in Lansing Christian School? 
Invite them to our Open House and Preview events! We will be offering tours 
and answering questions for prospective families on Monday, March 6, from 
10 a.m. until noon, and hosting a Preview Day for PreK & Kindergarten on 
March 21 from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

The first open house of the year was on Jan 28, which saw 11 new families 
considering LCS for their children. According to Enrollment Associates 
Melissa Vander Woude and Amy Miedema, feedback was very positive. Join 
us in praying for these families as they make their decisions for the upcoming 
school year.

Don’t forget to apply: Illinois Invest in Kids scholarships
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Grandparents go back to school
After three years away, we were thrilled to welcome grandparents back into the 
building for Grandparents Day this year!

The event has been online for the last two years, and it was so delightful to have 
grandparents back in person. They were welcomed with refreshments provided 
by Parents’ Club and “Trust in the Lord” favors designed by 7th and 8th graders. 

Classes performed songs they had been practicing, along with the all-student 
song, “Trust in the Lord.” Grandparents joined in on the singing of “Find Us 
Faithful.” The program also featured a poem video performed by students.

This is the first time that Grandparents Day was held in the fall instead of the 
spring. From the start of the year until the actual event, students and staff - 
including homeroom teachers, specials teachers, office staff, and custodians - all 
put in time to make it happen, said Karri Tempelman, one of the event organizers. 
“It really takes everyone at LCS working together to make Grandparents Day the 
exciting and special day it is for all of us.”

LCS welcomes visitors for cozy reading week
LCS welcomed police officers and firefighters, town officials and business owners, grandparents and pastors for Reading 
& Pajama Week in January. Principal Matthew Kamien and Librarian Amy Miedema wanted to have a fun way to ease our 
students back into school after Christmas break.

“We thought it would be good for the students to see community members — police and pastors, even their grandparents 
— outside their normal roles,” Mrs. Miedema said.

Older students had the chance to read to the younger grades early in the week, followed by visits from the students’ 
grandparents and pastors. Other readers included the Mayor and the Chief of Police of Lansing, as well as the editors of 
the Lansing Journal, who also covered the event.

It was a cozy, fun, and educational way to return to school, and a great experience for our students. 
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Family Movie Night is a hit
Students, their families, and even some 
LCS graduates came to our Family Movie 
Night on February 3 to watch Homeward 
Bound in the gym. For many parents, this 
1993 movie brought nostalgia, and for 
some of the kids, it was a movie they had 
never seen before. 

Spread out on bleachers and blankets, 
students ate pizza and enjoyed an evening 
together. Some alumni from the class of 
2021 helped us serve the food and drinks.

The annual movie night is sponsored by 
the school board; thanks to the PR committee for this fun family event!

Pins and pledges
Donuts, Gatorade, and candy…and a little 
bit of bowling, too! Our 6th-8th grade 
students had a wonderful time in their 
student fundraiser at Lynwood Bowl on 
February 9. They also raised a total of 
$8,083.25 for the school!

Our 2023 King Pin was Jonathan Vander 
Woude (218 pins knocked down in two 
games) and the Queen Pin title went to 
Elizabeth Alons (197 pins knocked down 
in two games). The annual event featured 
candy rewards for spares and strikes, and 
a snack between games for all bowlers. 

The top 10 fundraisers received a pizza 
lunch at Edwardos on March 3. Congrats 
to Elizabeth Alons, Jacob Bakker, Natalie 
Castillo, Leah Noble, Caleb Schutt, Titus 
Smits, Jonathan Vander Woude, Zachary 
Vander Woude, Akeilah Williams and 
Oleta Williams-Brown!

Thanks to everyone for their efforts, both 
on the lanes and in raising funds for our 
school!

Something to discover
It may be one of the school’s best 
kept secrets, and it’s something worth 
discovering!

The Discovery Center is a place where 
students in kindergarten through 8th 
grade can go for support services and 
accommodations in math and reading. 
There, Mrs. Darlene Van Prooyen offers 
students individualized curriculum, 
accommodations for math and reading, 
and assessments, among other things.

Mrs. Van Prooyen has been in the 
Discovery Center for 14 years, and 
served in similar positions at other 
area Christian schools before then. She 
sees more than 20 students on a daily 
to weekly basis, and helps teachers 
develop plans and ideas for other 
students who stay in their classrooms. 

“I love the students, and the small group 
feel that I can provide [in the Discovery 
Center],” Mrs. Van Prooyen said. “I love 
being a part of this process, and seeing 
the progress that each student makes. 
I love seeing the gifts and talents that 
God has given to all learners.”

Lansing Christian School – LansingChristian.org
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Cheerleading
We were so excited to welcome back our 
cheerleading team after a three-year hiatus! 

Front row, from left: Julia Schutt, Khaleesi 
Gutierrez, Kendall Williams. Back row, from 
left: Cadence Whitehorn, Julianna Alons, 
Avanna Staley, Hope Harris, and Coach Serita 
Whitehorn.

Tchoukball comes to LCS
LCS 3rd-8th graders have been introduced to a new game in PE class: tchoukball. 

Tchoukball is most popular in Singapore, Switzerland and Taiwan, but has become an international sport, with national 
federations in over 60 countries. And now it found its place in the LCS gym as well!

Two teams of seven players each compete to score the most points in this fast-paced, non-contact game. A single player 
can hold the ball for only three seconds and take only three steps, and then must pass to a teammate as they move down 
the court. Players score when they hit one of the two springy “rebounders” at either end of the court, and the rebounding 
ball lands on the ground or bounces off a defender without being caught.

Thanks to Miss Megan Oppenhuis for teaching us about this fun sport!
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5th-6th Boys’ Basketball
Front row, from left: Coach Michael Johnson, 
Christian Griffin, Jayce Boer, RJ Williams, Seth 
Hadley, Elijah Nieves, and Coach Debbie Smits. 
Back row, from left: Paul Persenaire, Titus Smits, 
Caleb Schutt, Jordan Goldsmith, and Ryan De 
Vries.

7th-8th Boys’ Basketball
Front row, from left: Coach Michael Johnson, 
E’lias Johnson, RJ Williams, Titus Smits, and 
Coach Debbie Smits. Back row, from left: Bryson 
Wells, Caleb Schutt, Sebastiann Jean-Philippe, 
and Elijah Michel.

Girls’ Basketball
Front row, from left: Oleta Williams-Brown, 
Khaleesi Gutierrez, Kenya-Rose Jeanty, 
Julianna Alons, and Akeilah Williams. Back 
row, from left: Coach Terri Stallinga, Mya 
Holloway, Elizabeth Alons, Taylor McKamey, 
Shianne Chandler, McKinzie Jackson, Zailyne 
Diaz, and Coach Debbie Smits.
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